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As this is our last newsletter of the 2013-2014 school year, I would like to take a moment to thank the 

many selfless individuals who found extra minutes in their day to get us to where we are.  

 

Every time I step on campus, children are running around, smiling, laughing, and learning. It reminds 

me of everything we are doing for GRES today. But what about tomorrow? We must be mindful of the 

future. William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) stated, “Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting 

of a fire. I’m sorry I set the school on fire.” This is what volunteers do, and this is what you can do—

help set the school on fire by supporting your children’s educational experiences and by being in-

volved with what they are doing and learning. 

 

The following people gave when they could, where they could, and what they could in order to fuel 

that educational fire. They asked for nothing in return, and I would like to thank them. 

 

 The GRES PTA. Thank you for sharing your fundraisers and helping provide a               

collaborative support structure for the children of our school.   

 All of the individuals who crafted the initial vision of what became the GRES foundation. 

Look how far we've come!  

 The GRES Staff. Your support is priceless.  

 The Foundation Board. You dug in, handled the challenges, learned on the move,          

adjusted plans often and quickly, never lost focus of what we were doing, and surpassed 

       all   expectations in the first year: Alan Gaswirth, Fabiola Pekarek, Diana Russo, Stacy   

       Pate, Kerry Sotelo, Judy Fish, Tracy Bertel, Shanna Scott, Crystal Bettenhausen-Bubulka,  

       Sarah Mastrianni, Debbie Nielson, Claudine Hagerstrom, and Jennifer Barry.   
 

 

Continued on page 2... 

Family Restaurant Night 
 

Basket Robbins (Poway) 
Teachers Scoop Night 
 

May 14, 2014 
5:00pm-8:00pm 
 

Fundraising Townhall  
Inside Garden Road MPR 
 

May 22, 2014 
6:00pm-8:00pm 
*Dinner will be provided 
 

See page 2 to find  
out how much each  
restaurant night has earned 
for our Foundation. 
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Sarah Mastrianni, Editor 

From the Nominating Committee 
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GRESF is looking for a few good men and women to join the GRESF Board of 

Directors for the 2014-2015 school year.   

GRESF is governed by a Board of Directors made up of 5 to 20 individuals 

comprised of our principal, the PTA president, one to three teachers, and 

GRES parents. Each member of the GRESF Board takes on one or more  

specific tasks for the year. These tasks, which all serve to allow GRESF to 

make an impact at our school, include, but are not limited to: keeping meeting 

minutes, working on the auction committee, organizing the restaurant nights, 

submitting grant proposals, coordinating Target and Amazon donations, and 

bookkeeping and accounting. Meetings are held on Wednesday evenings 

once a month at the Hamburger Factory on Midland Road. They start at 6:30 

p.m. Parents with a passion for fundraising and school support are encour-

aged to nominate themselves for election to the Board.   

Elections for the 2014-2015 GRESF Board of Directors will be held on 

Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. at the Hamburger Factory (meeting 

room).  If you are interested in nominating yourself or learning more about   

the GRESF Board, please contact a member of the GRESF Nominating         

Committee:   

  Jeannie Dickinson (jdickinson@powayusd.com) 

  Darlene Roland (droland@powayusd.com) 

  Jennifer Barry (JenniferJBarry@cox.net) 

  Crystal Bettenhausen-Bublka (crys3@me.com) 

  or Jim Sytsma (chairman@gresfoundation.org) 
 

Nominations must be submitted to one of the above committee members by 

Tuesday, May 13
th
.               

From the Chairman 

mailto:jdickinson@powayusd.com
mailto:droland@powayusd.com
mailto:JenniferJBarry@cox.net
mailto:crys3@me.com
mailto:chairman@gresfoundation.org


2 

 

 The GRES Staff—Darlene Roland, Betsy Pon, and Jeannie Dickenson, and the PTA Board 

representative, Sarah Nightingale. Without your dedication and participation, there would 

not be a foundation. 
 

I urge you to join this list. You need only give when you can, where you can, and how you can. Stop 

by the front office and pick up a flyer to learn more about the foundation or PTA. You may also    

contact either group directly: Belinda Hoerr, PTA President, 2014-2015 (belindahoerr@gmail.com) or 

Jim Sytsma, Foundation Chairman (chairman@gresfoundation.org). 

Tom and Stephanie Kondzelas, and their six-year-old daughter, 

Ginger, moved to Poway about 3 years ago.  The main reason for 

their move– the school district of course.  They love living in a 

peaceful neighborhood where they can walk Ginger to school.  

Tom, an engineer, and Stephanie, a self-employed hair dresser,  

enjoy running– completing 15 half marathons and one full       

marathon each.  Ginger, one of Mrs. Roland’s students, loves  

science and her German Shepard, Max. 
 

When asked what they like most about GRES, the answer was, 

“What’s NOT to love?”  The Kondzelas have nothing but praise 

for our principal, teachers, and office staff.  They’re proud of the 

fact that they’ve attended every PTA movie night. 
 

At a recent school function, the Foundation chairman asked Tom if his company, Northrop Grumman, had a 

matching policy.  Indeed it did.  As a result, the Kondzelas made a donation that was matched by Northrop 

Grumman.  “Giving to the school is the right thing to do,” Stephanie says.  “I wish everyone would do it.” 

Spotlight on the Kondzelas 

$341.48 $286.83 $125.00 

Thank you for supporting our school while spending quality time with your family at 

these delicious restaurant nights! Read below to see how much we earned. 

$122.00 

Contact Us 

...continued From the Chairman 

Jim Systma Chairman chairman@gresfoundation.org 

Claudine Hagerstrom Vice Chairman vicechairman@gresfoundation.org 

Tracy Bertel Volunteer/Restaurant Night Coordinator volunteer.gresfoundation@gmail.com 

Sarah Mastrianni Senior Editor semastrianni@yahoo.com 

Diana Russo Creative Coordinator marketing.gresfoundation@gmail.com 

A  note from Claudine Hagerstrom, GRES Auction Chair 
 

The GRES Denim & Diamonds Dinner, Dance, and Auction was not only fun, but a wonderful financial      

success.  Our Foundation made a net profit of nearly $18,000. This money will be given to our school to help 

pay for Impact teachers who were affected by the loss of Title 1 funding. My thanks to the GRES Auction 

Committee as well as GRES staff, parents, and community supporters; as a result of your ideas, donations, 

and connections, the auction’s success surpassed our initial goal. A huge thank you to Planet Jack for    

coming out and performing.  

Thank you for helping us MAKE AN IMPACT! 
Total Net Revenue, upwards of $30,700, comprised of 
 ·$18,000 Auction profit 

 ·$4,479 restaurant nights 

 ·$1,360 grant from Intuit Corporation 

 ·$3,414 in private and corporate donations 

 ·$1,944 from Box Tops for Education no cost fundraising 

  $1,522 from Target Red Card purchases and Amazon.com 
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